Why explore attitudes?
Academic writing is a 'high stakes' activity • Yet… it's difficult to work out the 'rules of the academic achievement game ' Newman, 2001 :470 • And 'the majority of students… not prepared for the type of literacies they would encounter at university ' Hardy & Clughen, 2012:33 Little work has been done on students' attitudes towards assessed academic writing • Do they enjoy/hate/endure assessed writing?
• Is it useful?
• How far do students feel they are prepared for tertiary-level writing?
• Do they feel they improve over time?
• Do L1 and L2 English students have different views?
• Online survey -202 responses from Chinese and British students • Wide range of disciplines, 37 universities and all yeargroups (Fdn, UG, PG) • Responses were coded twice, with a year interval in between, for greater intra-rater reliability • Follow-up questions by email with 55 respondents • Third round of questions by email (11 students) or f2f/phone interview (6) • Part of a larger (corpus) study of Chinese and British students' writing in UK universities (see book flyer!) Where and how were you taught about academic writing? -Chinese students 8 of 17 90% said they had received teaching but many said this was….
Vague or minimal
• At High School, I learnt academic writing for IELTS text. i don't think I've been taught about academic writing till I came to UK • I was never seriously taught about academic writing. The teacher in foundation course only gave me the tips in writing in IELTS. Learning through 'trial and error'
• Most of it is by reading, and loads of practice i guess.
• Follow textbook guidance, self-practice, through trials and errors and reading examples of academic writings. (Year 2 in Interdisciplinary Studies)
Where and how were you taught about academic writing? -British Students Again, 90% said they'd been taught how to write, but still said this was….
• When doing 'A' level English the teacher said something about listing a few points and making them into paragraphs but that was all. (Year 3 Philosophy) • I have reams of notes which were virtually thrown at us to learn in our own time. (Year 3 Electrical and Electronic Engineering) • I'm surprised how little help we get with writing our assignments at university, especially considering the fact that we had a whole module in a semester on how to use a PC. (Year 2 Business Studies) • I have never been taught about essay writing at GCSE I did very little and I deliberately chose A levels that didn't involve essays (Year 3 Adult Nursing) • never taught apart from some hints and tips at university (PhD in Astrophysics) writing? -British Students
Trial and Error
• i have never been taught how to write academically, I'm slowly learning during the Master's course, learning through the mistakes I make. Challenging, yet enjoyable
• After I finish it, I have a sense of accomplishment.
• I like assignment writing, I prefer it to exams. • It's useful but hard • yes. I change from abomination to custom.
• writing assignments is challenging but rewarding… I enjoy it because I can see my improvement.
• Before I came to study here. I was not good at writing. Now I seem to enjoy it. It is a good way to manifest my English skill.
• At beginning, it's tough as the way is very different from what I was required in my homecountry.
Generally, how do you feel about assignment writing at the moment? -Chinese students
I don't enjoy it
• I do not enjoy it because I always have to rush to meet the deadline.
• I don't enjoy it. but it improve my English as well.
• Nervous • It should have been much more useful if there had been an assignment clinic.
• I don't really like it… maybe it's because I'm so bad at writing, so I don't write often and don't want to show it to others. • it's really difficult. I always worry about my grammar and my expression.
• a tough process • useful but hard • a hard nut for most Chinese students Generally, how do you feel about assignment writing at the moment? -British students (n=96) Love….
• useful and enjoyable • I really like writing assignments because you feel a sense of satisfaction… especially if you get a good mark • Enjoy it, learn a lot. But i stress about deadlines.
• helpful for thinking things through.
• I like writing but just procrastinate • Love it. I've always enjoyed writing. I find it useful for consolidating my thoughts.
• i enjoy essay writing over other forms of assessments, eg exams, posters …..hate relationship
• I find writing painful, stressful, like drawing teeth… I don't think it gets easier -but more and more difficult.
• time consuming and boring • Much of it rather pointless • I hate it! I struggle to put the ideas together • It's OK once I've really got into it but I struggle to get started and am finder this harder and harder • Writing is always a challenge for me; when it's going well, time passes while I am unaware. When I am struggling, it is the hardest task in the world.
Generally, how do you feel about assignment writing at the moment? -British students
Misunderstanding the assessment rubric
• misinterpreting the rubrics, • providing insufficient supporting evidence • giving 'the wrong kinds of information'
• failing to show an adequate level of criticality.
• 'ambiguous' question rubrics.
Working across disciplines
• Follow-up questions of British undergraduates taking combined honours degrees suggest awareness of different writing styles • English and Sociology student -in English she tried to use 'more sophisticated' vocabulary and in Sociology she is 'more straightforward'. • A Sociology and Anthropology student -Sociology essays 'more colloquial'
Implications
• No smooth path from UG to PG.
• Student writing is characterised by struggle and deadlines throughout….
• Both student groups feel under-prepared • 5:3 like: dislike for both student groups • L1 Chinese students -utility of writing • L1 English students -stronger views • Implications for the transition of British students in moving from writing at secondary school in the UK to university as well as the preparation for L2 English students on foundation courses.
